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what is the built environment?
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why the built environment?

July 21, 2022 | 4EQC Meeting | Materials Management Program Built Environment Strategic Plan

Source: Nicolas Mejia at Unsplash



materials 
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priority
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climate crisis
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1. Alkylphenolsand related 

compounds

2. Antimicrobials (marketed with a 

health claim)

3. Asbestos compounds

4. BisphenolA (BPA) and structural 

analogues

5. California-banned solvents

6. Chlorinated Polymers

7. Chlorobenzenes

8. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)

9. Hydrochlorofluorocarbons

(HCFCs)

10. Formaldehyde (added)

11. Monomeric, polymeric, and 

organophosphate halogenated 

flame retardants (HFRs)

12. Organotin Compounds

13. Perfluorinated and 

Polyfluorinated Alkyl Substances 

(PFAS)

14. Perfluorinated compounds (PFCs)

15. Phthalates (orthophthalates)

16. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)

17. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 

(PAHs)

18. Short-chain and medium-chain 

chlorinated paraffins

19. Toxic heavy metals

20. Volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs) in wet-applied products

21. Wood Treatments containing 

creosote or pentachlorophenol

Carcinogens
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Neurotoxicants

Developmental toxicants
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Increase ground-level ozone concentrations
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Respiratory irritation and infection

Impairment of human immune systems
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Reproductive toxicant

Thyroid hormone disruption 
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toxics and human health
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Sources: ILFI, Building Green



1919

1950s

1960s

1970s

systemic injustices: redlining
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Sources: Mapping Inequality, Portland State University



Albina Neighborhood

Source: The Oregonian, John Doyle

1960sул҈ ƻŦ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

1990sсу҈ ƻŦ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

1970s over 50% of Black residents displaced

2010sнл҈ ƻŦ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

from Elliot
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Source: Portland Archives



systemic injustices: native land
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Sources: Native Land
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systemic injustices: Celilo Falls

Source: Native Land, https://native-land.ca/
Source: Confluence Project
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Celilo Lake
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why? Dalles Dam

Photo: US Army Corps of Engineers
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